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Welcome to our first Newsletter – December 2016
The Board of Trustees and Historic Coventry team wish you a very
Merry Christmas and prosperous New Year.

Historic Coventry Trust was launched in 2011 to acquire, restore and reuse Coventry’s heritage
buildings, preserving them for future generations and contributing to Coventry’s economic,
social and cultural enhancement.

Secondary title for this editorial feature goes here.

The charity was initially formed to acquire The Charterhouse – a 14th century former
Carthusian monastery off London Road and an historic building of national importance. Gifted
to the people of Coventry as a museum and park in 1940, the Charterhouse was planned to be
sold which galvanised public support for action. The Charterhouse is now freehold owned by
the trust and is the centrepiece of our major project - the creation of a new 70 acre Heritage
Park which includes the Joseph Paxton Arboretum Cemetery adjoining and a large area of
riverside and woodland landscape. Both the Charterhouse and Cemetery were largely
forgotten and little visited, yet are in the top 2.5% of Listed Buildings in the UK and of
‘exceptional interest’.
The trust is working in partnership with the local community and Friends Group (Coventry
Charterhouse Association) to restore these ancient buildings and landscapes to create a new
and exciting visitor attraction for Coventry and a parkland resource for one of the city’s most
deprived communities. Heritage Lottery Fund have kindly provided the funding to work up the
detailed design of the project with a start of works on site expected in early 2018.

Why Heritage is important
Coventry’s national image is improving from a low base which has deterred investment in the
past in the city centre in particular. Yet this image neither reflects the reality of an improving
and vibrant city nor is it from actual experience as only 28% of the UK population have ever
visited. Of those that have visited, the response is overwhelmingly positive. Recent research
has shown that Coventry has a huge opportunity to boost its visitor economy. 52% of the UK
population say that they would visit but have little knowledge of what is there. Over £40m
people live within a 2 hour drive time of Coventry, making it one of the largest catchment areas
in Europe with huge potential for growth in visitors. 60% of the potential visitors in the survey
put Historical Sites as the most important single factor in determining where to go.
Recent research published by both the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and Historic England (HE)
shows that Heritage Places are more successful for business. The commercial businesses
based in the historic buildings of our major cities are more productive and generate more
wealth than the average for all commercial businesses across the whole economy. Innovation,
new products and new services flourish best in cities possessing a good stock of historic and
distinctive buildings.
Coventry’s people and institutions are pulling together behind the City of Culture 2021 Bid
which has a major focus on the city’s heritage. Winning the bid would be a fantastic boost to
the city and its image, but the journey alone is already bearing results with Coventry recently
awarded the region’s only Heritage Action Zone, concentrating HE resources on the city’s
ancient and post-war heritage.
There is cause for optimism with many developments in progress which will enhance and
improve the historic and cultural landscape of Coventry. Historic Coventry Trust are proud to
be a major part of this renaissance, preserving and protecting all of our heritage in need for
future generations to enjoy.

Charterhouse inner precinct wall repairs completed.
We were delighted to receive news recently that the Medieval Charterhouse Priory precinct wall
has now been removed from the Heritage England "At Risk" register. This follows extensive
repair work this year funded by Historic England (formerly English Heritage) and The Pilgrims
Trust. The work was undertake by specialist heritage contractors, Spitlath, during the summer
and the end results are stunning.

The Heritage Park
Charterhouse is set to become the centrepiece of a 70acre Heritage Park
The Heritage Park brings together The Charterhouse and Joseph Paxton’s exceptional
Arboretum cemetery along with a large acres of greenspace to form a visitor attraction
for tourists and a great place for city families to enjoy within a stone's throw from the city centre.
The proposal includes a two mile walking and cycle route starting at Gosford St along the
naturalised river, through wildflower meadows, woodland and wetland and back towards
Gosford Green along the disused railway line.
The trail will include a two mile loop walk and cycle path along riverside parkland and through
woodland.
Opportunities for the local community, children and visitors to enjoy the outdoor space and learn
about the environment are endless. An Urban Art Trail similar to The High Line, recently
opened in New York are under discussion. The High Line is an example of the local community
working in partnership to reuse an abandoned railway line in a deprived area to create a public
space for all to enjoy and look after.

The first phases of the project at the Charterhouse and Cemetery have received initial support
from the Heritage Lottery Fund and designs are currently being worked up and will be available
to view very soon.

Historic Coventry - What’s happening?
New Website
Historic Coventry Trust's new website has just launched - a one stop place to find out about all
of our projects, events and activities.
Please visit www.historiccoventry.org.uk

Heritage Action Zone (HAZ)
Following a national competition, a partnership lead by Coventry City Council and the Trust
has recently been picked as the HAZ for the West Midlands.
This new initiative by Government Agency Historic England, concentrates their resource to
revitalise the economy through heritage.
The initiative will provide new resources in staff and grants concentrated on the city centre
including the Charterhouse. More details will be formalised in due course.

Opinions Please!
Your opinions are very important to us, please complete this very quick online questionnaire
and tell us what you think of our future plans
https://goo.gl/forms/qhabjoJsAYb5U8Lu2

Christmas at Charterhouse Priory

Historic Coventry Trust hosted a Christmas reception on Wednesday 14th December to
thank all of our wonderful volunteers, community representatives and supporters for the
support given to us during 2016.
Trust Chairman Ian Harrabin said “The volunteers and local community are extremely
important in the success of this project. To have so many people helping us, sharing ideas
and championing our work is invaluable and much appreciated. We look forward to an
exciting 2017.
“Unlock the Music Choir Making” group from Coventry provided the entertainment with a
selection of traditional music, poetry and seasonal Christmas carols.
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